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Jones. J. M. A. Georgia 47:79 (Feb.), 1958. 


In this series of 56 cases of acute chole- 
cystitis, the authors attempted to correlate 
clinical data which would enable them to 
predict whether or not the patient was de- 
veloping gangrene or a perforation of the 
gallbladder. The results are interesting. 

Although a higher percentage of patients 
who did develop the aforementioned com- 
plications had elevated white blood 
count, 30 per cent of them had a_ neat 
normal count. Only 30 per cent had a tem- 
perature elevation over 100° F. This is in 
THE CHOLECYSTOGRAM AND THE 

5067 :360 (15 Fek.), 1958. 


The usual investigation to clarify the 
diagnosis of a disorder of the biliary tract 
is cholecystography. In an analysis of four 
separate series of cholecystographic exami- 
nations, the author found that this approach 
gave a_ positive diagnosis in only slightly 
less than 50 per cent of the cases. 

Forty of the author’s cases are reviewed 
in which he feels, that diagnosis would have 
been unreliable with classical cholecystog- 
raphy. Better results were obtained by the 
use of serial cholecystography and _pre- 
operative manometry and radiology. 

Experience with preoperative manometry 


conformity with previously expressed opin- 
ions that in many cases it is not possible to 
be certain whether or not the pathologic 
process in the abdomen is worsening. 

The authors therefore conclude — that 
cholecystectomy is advisable in acute chole- 
cvstitis. In cases where there is technical 
difficulty or the general condition of the 
patient is poor, cholecystostomy with drain- 
age is the procedure of choice. 


THEODORE COHEN 
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and radiology has demonstrated the inci- 
dence and importance of disturbances of 
the motor-function of the biliary — tract- 
biliary dyskinesia. A dyskinesia was demon 
strated in 126 cases out of a study of 200 
patients. Of the 126 cases, 38 had a dys- 
kinesia in the absence of any morphological 
abnormality. It was impossible to diagnose 
this high incidence of dyskinesia via the 
usual chlecystography. 

The method used and the criteria of diag- 
nosis are described in detail. 
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ing Gastroenterologist, Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York, N. Y. and Harry Yarnis, M.D., 
Associate in Medicine for Gastroenterology, Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York, N. Y., 
with special contributions by Richard H. Marshak, M.D. and David A. Turner, Ph.D. 
239 pages, illustrated. Grune & Stratton, Inc., New York, N. Y., 1958. Price $7.25. 


This is a follow-up of the first) mono- 
graph (1949) on ileitis written by Crohn. 
In this new edition, the authors bring up 
to date their follow-up of old and addi- 
tional cases of regional or terminal ileitis, 
ileojejunitis and combined ileocolitis. Mar- 
shak’s radiographs enhance the —mono- 
graph. The roentgen photographs showing 
the various involvements are clear and 


comprehensive. 

The chapters on “Malabsorption — in 
lleitis” by Turner and “Tleocolitis” by 
Yarnis complete the text. References and 
cross index are adequate. 

The reviewer found this second edition 
far superior to the first one and highly 
recommends it as a valuable reference text. 


ANNUAL REVIEW OF MEDICINE: David A. Rytand, Editor, Stanford University 
School of Medicine; William P. Creger, Associate Editor, Stanford University School 
of Medicine. Volume 9. 530 pages. Annual Reviews, Inc., Palo Alto, Calif., 1958. Price 


$7.00. 


As in previous years, Annual Review of 
Medicine covers the entire field of medi- 
cine. The physician, who is interested in 
the newer aspects of diagnosis and therapy, 
will find this a well) written and well 


printed book of interest and value. 

It is recommended that physicians pre- 
paring for the written and/or oral Internal 
Board of Medicine examinations read the 
Annual Review of Medicine. 


MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY SIMPLIFIED: Louis L. Perkel, M.D., F.A.C.P., Professor of 
Gastroenterology, Seton Hall College of Medicine, Jersey City, N. J., Director Depart- 
ment of Gastroenterology and Intern and Resident Training Program, Jersey City 
Medical Center, with a foreword by Charles L. Brown, Dean, Seton Hall College of 
Medicine, Jersey City, N. J. 103 pages. Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, IIl., 1958 Price 


$3.85. 


Dr. Perkel has written a small but com- 
prehensive book on Medical Terminology. 
Easily read because of the large and clear 
type it should be easily assimilated by the 


medical student, nurse or research worker. 

The author as well as the publisher are 
highly commended for bringing out this 
small but concise text. 


CHEMISTRY AND BIOLOGY OF MUCOPOLYSACCHARIDES: G. E. W. Wolsten- 
holme, O.B.E., M.A., M.B., B.Ch., and Cecelia M. O’Connor, B.A., Editors for the Ciba 
Foundation. 323 pages, 48 illustrations. Little, Brown & Company, Boston, Mass., 


1958. Price $8.50. 


Foundation symposium, by 
Gyorgy, Meier, Morgan, Winzler, Kabat 
and many other well known physiologists 
and researchers in the field of hormones, 


this is a highly scientific treatise dealing 


with the chemistry of mucopolysaccharides. 


Extensive references and subject index 
complete the volume. 
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